
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Lady of Fatima Parish 

2010  12th Avenue 

Altoona, Pa 16601 
www.ourladyoffatimaaltoona.com 

Rectory Office Hours: 

 Monday – Friday 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

       Parish Office: 814-942-0371 
 

Our Lady of Fatima Mass Schedule 
Sunday:10:30 AM     Holy Days:  6:00PM 

       Rosary: 10:05 AM       Rosary:     5:40 PM 
       
 Our Lady of Fatima Parish Administrator  

    Reverend Monsignor Robert C. Mazur 
 

Parish Secretary 

 Carol Z. Smith 

Secretaries Assistant 

     Ellen Kelly 
 

Eucharist for the home bound weekly 
     Patty Flanagan 942-0371  

 
Our Lady of Fatima Church is open 
Monday through Friday: 9AM - 6PM 

for visits before the Blessed Sacrament. 

 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals will be held 
at Our Lady of Fatima.         

 
Preparation for Baptism, and Weddings will be held 
at the Cathedral.   944-4603 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament 

One Cathedral Square 

Altoona, Pa 16601 

Cathedral Church Office: 814-944-4603 

Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak Bishop 
      

Reverend Monsignor Robert C. Mazur, Rector 
 

Reverend Father Dennis M. Kurdziel, Parochial Vicar  

Christian Initiation Team: 944-4603 

Catholics returning Home: 944-4603 

              Altoona Central Catholic School: 

             Pre-K thru Grade 5       381-7011 

            Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High School: 

        Web: www.bishopguifoyle.org – 944-4014 

Directors of Religious Education: 

Chris Laraia – Pre-K thru 8 - 946-3475 

Jean Koury – 9 thru 12 – 949-2777 

Religious Education Office: Sundays – 943-7424 

Confessions @ Cathedral: 7:00 PM Wednesday                                                                   

           12:30 PM Saturday 

Religious Education @ Cathedral: Pre-K through 11 

Sacramental Formation @ Cathedral:  First Reconciliation 

     First Communion 

    Confirmation 

Sacramental Formation @ the Cathedral: Baptismal Prep 

    Marriage Prep 

                Christian Initiation  

Hospital Visitation:   Call the Cathedral: 944-4603  

Cathedral Eucharist: 

Our Lady of Fatima Parish 
2010  12th Avenue 

www.ourladyoffatimaaltoona.org 
  Rectory Office Hours: 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 
11:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. 

Parish Office: 814-942-0371  

or call the Cathedral Office at 944-
4603. 

     
    Our Lady of Fatima Parish  

 Rev. Msgr. Stanley B. Carson, Administrator 
 

Parish Secretary 

Paula Hall 
 

Director of Music Ministry 

Cathy McFee 

 

Eucharist: Sunday: 11:30 AM 

              Holy Days:   5:30 PM 
Holy Communion for the home bound - 
weekly: 

     Patty Flanagan 942-0371 for arrange-
ments.   

Our Lady of Fatima Church is open 
Sunday through Saturday: 7:30 AM - 5PM 
for visits before the Blessed Sacrament. 

  

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals will be 
held at Our Lady of Fatima.   

       
Preparation for Baptism, and Weddings 
will be held at the Cathedral.   944-4603  
Sacrament of the Anointing of the 
Sick 
Parishioners wishing to receive the 
sacrament of healing may call the Ca-
thedral Parish Office to make arrange-
ments.  814-944-4603 

Cathedral Church Office: 814-944-4603 

One Cathedral Square 

    Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak, Bishop 
      

Rev. Msgr. Stanley B. Carson, Administrator 

Paula Clemens, Secretary 

PH: 814-944-4603 

          Christian Initiation Team: 944-4603 
Catholics returning Home: 944-4603 

Mail Ministry to Elderly, Homebound, Seriously Sick 
and Grieving - 944-4603 

     Bishop Guilfoyle Academy  

Web: www.bishopguilfoyle.org 

Eldorado (Pre-K thru Grade 5) 814-942-7835 

Fairview (Pre-K thru  Grade 5) 814-381-7011             
 
Director of Religious Education: 
Chris Laraia – Pre-K thru 8 - 312-7317 
 

Religious Education Office: Sundays – 943-7424 

Director of Music Ministry 

   Leslie C. Thayer, MM, CAGO 

     Music Ministry Office - 944-2044 

     E-Mail: lthayer@dioceseaj.org 

Reconciliation @ Cathedral: 7:00 PM Wednesday                                                                   
           12:30 PM Saturday 

Religious Education @ Cathedral: Pre-K through 11 
Sacramental Formation @ Cathedral:  First Reconciliation 
     First Communion 
    Confirmation 
 
Sacramental Formation @ the Cathedral: Baptismal Prep 
    Marriage Prep 
                Christian Initiation  

Hospital Visitation:   Call the Cathedral: 944-4603  
Cathedral Eucharist: 

Sunday: 5:00 PM (Vigil)   Holy Days: 5:30 PM (Vigil)   Weekdays:  12:00 PM 

               8:00 AM                                  8:00 AM             Saturday:    12:00 PM 

            10:00 AM                                12:00 Noon                               

               5:00 PM                                                

                                                                                              

THE FATIMA TOWERS 

April 21, 2024 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

http://www.bishopguifoyle.org


OUR LADY OF FATIMA MASS INTENTIONS 
11:30 A.M. 

Today,  April 21, Fourth Sunday of Easter 
John Kasun, Jr. (Karen Querry) 

    Next Sunday,  April 28, Fifth Sunday of Easter/ 
Frances Kasun (Kasun Brothers and Families) 

Cathedral Mass Intentions 
April  21, Fourth Sunday of Easter 
   8:00  AM +Mary Himes, Anniv. (Brian & Sherry Himes) 
 10:00  AM +Eleanor Fischer (Margie Lampenfield Family) 
   5:00  PM   Pro Popolo/For the People 

 There is Mass at  11:30 A.M. at Our Lady of Fatima  
 Church. 

April 22, Monday, Easter Weekday 
    12:00 PM +Paul Luke (Church Cleaning Buddies) 
 
April 23, Tuesday, Easter Weekday 
    12:00 PM +Special Intention Family (Anonymous) 
       
April 24, Wednesday, Easter Weekday 
    12:00 PM +Joe Cabiness (Kathleen Rose Davies) 
        
April 25, Thursday, St. Mark, Evangelist 
     12:00 PM +Joseph Anthony Moffa (Estate) 
 
April 26, Friday, Easter Weekday 
      12:00 PM +Ron Sheehan, Anniv. (Wife, Jean) 
                                 
April 27, Saturday, Easter Weekday 
       12:00 PM +Elizabeth Shea Allen (Mom) 
               Vigil: Fifth Sunday of Easter 
          5:00 PM +Diane Johnston (Family) 
              
April  28, Fifth Sunday of Easter 
        8:00 AM +Fred Drexler (Tim & JoAnn Bettwy) 
      10:00 AM +Evelyn Callisto, Anniv. (Daughters, Karen 
                         & Renee Julian) 
        5:00 PM   Pro Popolo/For the People 
 There is Mass at 11:30 A.M. at Our Lady of Fatima Parish. 
                        
 

TABERNACLE  
 CANDLE        

       During the month of April, the sanctuary 
candle is lit in memory of Tom Riggleman by his 

wife, Carol, and family. Thank you. 

Thank You Very Much 
Your prayers, volunteerism, and finan-

cial support are deeply appreciated. 
The contributions for Sunday, April 

14, were $2,155. 
Thank you. 

 

Readings for the week of April 21, 2024 

Sunday: Acts 4:8-12/Ps 118: 1, 8-9, 21-23, 26, 28, 29 (22)/Jn 
3:1-2/Jn 10:11-18 

Monday: Acts 11:1-18/Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4/Jn 10:1-10 

Tuesday: Acts 11:19-26/Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7/Jn 10:22-30 

Wednesday: Acts 12:24—13:5a/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 8/Jn 
12:44-50 

Thursday: 1 Pt 5:5b-14/Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17/Mk 16:15-20 

Friday: Acts 13:26-33/Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab/Jn 14:1-6 

Saturday: Acts 13:44-52/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Jn 14:7-14 

Next Sunday: Acts 9:26-31/Ps 22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32 
(26a)/1 Jn 3:18-24/Jn 15:1-8 



(PRACTICING) CATHOLIC - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 

The Good Shepherd and the Wolf 

I remember very clearly the first movie I watched during my pregnancy with my eldest child. In this film, 
there is a scene where a young boy is kidnapped and shoved into the back of a van guarded by vicious 
dogs. His mother persists in trying to free him, even as the dogs snap at her. Their bared teeth and full-
throated snarls don’t slow her efforts in the slightest. 

It wasn’t a great movie or even a particularly great scene, but I’ll never forget this scene. I’ll never forget 
those dogs. 

I had just learned that I was a mother a few days ago. The life growing deep within seemed to me as frail as 
a whispered secret, but I loved it powerfully. I worried constantly if the baby was safe and healthy. I ago-
nized over signs — real or imagined — that could tell me if the poppyseed-sized child was thriving or fail-
ing. 

I understood, for the first time in my life, why a woman would charge a pack of attack dogs without hesita-
tion — not because she should, but because she has to. 

She could choose not to fight, certainly. She could walk away. But why would she? A future without her 
son is so much more painful than any physical wound. She may fear for her life, but she fears a life without 
her child so much more. 

The Good Shepherd discourse reveals to us the motivation behind God’s actions throughout all of salvation 
history. From Adam to Noah to Abraham, all the way down to the time of the Messiah and beyond, He 
keeps trying to get us back. He keeps braving the attack dogs, time after time. He never stops. He never 
grows weary. And it baffles us: what’s in it for Him? we wonder, because we are quicker to give up on our-
selves than He is. Why does He keep trying? 

He could choose not to fight, sure. But why would He? He doesn’t want a future without us. 

“I will lay down my life for the sheep.” — John 10:11      ©LPi 

 

 
 

PRAY FOR VOCATIONS! 



The  2024 Catholic Ministries Drive is 
taking place. Our sacrificial gift of pray-
er and treasure will make an immediate 
and lasting impact on our ministries that 
focus on evangelization, serving those in 
need, and the formation of our priests 
and deacons. 
 
During Lent, and throughout the year, 
we are challenged to renew our spiritual 
devotions and duties—and one of those 
holy duties is to support the Church. 
This year, our campaign’s theme is En-
countering Christ. During this time of 
Eucharistic Revival, Encountering 
Christ is an invitation to grow in our liv-
ing relationship with Christ in the Eu-
charist, to open our hearts to serving our 
brothers and sisters, and to fulfill our 
holy duty of supporting the Church by 
gifts of time, talent, and treasure.  
 
Please prayerfully consider making a 
donation this coming week or in the 
near future. Our diocese’s ministries 
need our support. Our parish’s target 
is $9,813.  So far, $5,899 has been re-
ceived  in pledges/gifts from 23 do-
nors. 60% of Target. Thank you. 
 

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOUR-
AGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF 

SCRIPTURE 

April 21, 2024 4th Sunday of Easter 

 

Recently I was with my little dog Libby at a retreat 
center in the Arizona desert. I sat in a chair near a 
ravine filled with shrubs. Unbeknownst to me, Lib-
by wandered down there and disappeared. Suddenly 
an animal’s wild shriek erupted from the area. With-
out thinking, I bolted down into the ravine fully ex-
pecting to see coyotes, javelinas, or rattlesnakes. I 
didn’t care. I desperately wanted to get Libby out of 
there, without any self-regard. Before I could face 
whatever danger lay hidden, my dog blissfully trot-
ted out from an entirely different area, utterly una-
ware that I had (quite heroically) just placed my life 
on the line. 

 

When the adrenaline wore off, I thought to myself: 
how far would I have been willing to go to save her? 
I don’t know. But I do know, if I had literally died, 
my friends and family would have certainly thought 
me insane for dying for a dog. No offense, Libby. 

 

How passionately Jesus wants us to know him and 
his willingness to die for us! This week he says, “I 
know my own and my own know me,” and “I lay 
down my life for the sheep.” Here we encounter an 
insanely excessive love for us. Christianity is a rela-
tionship and not simply a religion or ethical code. In 
Jesus, God rescues and saves us. He laid down his 
life for you and me — and he has taken it up again. 
So often we are like Libby — blissfully ignorant of 
the reality of both our spiritual danger and his sav-
ing love. This Easter season, the risen Jesus calls us 
to be more conscious than ever before about his 
love. He never ceases to lay down his life for us. 

 

— Father John Muir        ©LPi 


