
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Lady of Fatima Parish 

2010  12th Avenue 

Altoona, Pa 16601 
www.ourladyoffatimaaltoona.com 

Rectory Office Hours: 

 Monday – Friday 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

       Parish Office: 814-942-0371 
 

Our Lady of Fatima Mass Schedule 
Sunday:10:30 AM     Holy Days:  6:00PM 

       Rosary: 10:05 AM       Rosary:     5:40 PM 
       
 Our Lady of Fatima Parish Administrator  

    Reverend Monsignor Robert C. Mazur 
 

Parish Secretary 

 Carol Z. Smith 

Secretaries Assistant 

     Ellen Kelly 
 

Eucharist for the home bound weekly 
     Patty Flanagan 942-0371  

 
Our Lady of Fatima Church is open 
Monday through Friday: 9AM - 6PM 

for visits before the Blessed Sacrament. 

 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals will be held 
at Our Lady of Fatima.         

 
Preparation for Baptism, and Weddings will be held 
at the Cathedral.   944-4603 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament 

One Cathedral Square 

Altoona, Pa 16601 

Cathedral Church Office: 814-944-4603 

Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak Bishop 
      

Reverend Monsignor Robert C. Mazur, Rector 
 

Reverend Father Dennis M. Kurdziel, Parochial Vicar  

Christian Initiation Team: 944-4603 

Catholics returning Home: 944-4603 

              Altoona Central Catholic School: 

             Pre-K thru Grade 5       381-7011 

            Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High School: 

        Web: www.bishopguifoyle.org – 944-4014 

Directors of Religious Education: 

Chris Laraia – Pre-K thru 8 - 946-3475 

Jean Koury – 9 thru 12 – 949-2777 

Religious Education Office: Sundays – 943-7424 

Confessions @ Cathedral: 7:00 PM Wednesday                                                                   

           12:30 PM Saturday 

Religious Education @ Cathedral: Pre-K through 11 

Sacramental Formation @ Cathedral:  First Reconciliation 

     First Communion 

    Confirmation 

Sacramental Formation @ the Cathedral: Baptismal Prep 

    Marriage Prep 

                Christian Initiation  

Hospital Visitation:   Call the Cathedral: 944-4603  

Cathedral Eucharist: 

Our Lady of Fatima Parish 
2010  12th Avenue 

www.ourladyoffatimaaltoona.org 
  Rectory Office Hours: 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 
11:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. 

Parish Office: 814-942-0371  

or call the Cathedral Office at 944-
4603. 

     
    Our Lady of Fatima Parish  

 Rev. Msgr. Stanley B. Carson, Administrator 
 

Parish Secretary 

Paula Hall 
 

Director of Music Ministry 

Cathy McFee 

 

Eucharist: Sunday: 11:30 AM 

              Holy Days:   5:30 PM 
Holy Communion for the home bound - 
weekly: 

     Patty Flanagan 942-0371 for arrange-
ments.   

Our Lady of Fatima Church is open 
Sunday through Saturday: 7:30 AM - 5PM 
for visits before the Blessed Sacrament. 

  

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals will be 
held at Our Lady of Fatima.   

       
Preparation for Baptism, and Weddings 
will be held at the Cathedral.   944-4603  
Sacrament of the Anointing of the 
Sick 
Parishioners wishing to receive the 
sacrament of healing may call the Ca-
thedral Parish Office to make arrange-
ments.  814-944-4603 

Cathedral Church Office: 814-944-4603 

One Cathedral Square 

    Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak, Bishop 
      

Rev. Msgr. Stanley B. Carson, Administrator 

Paula Clemens, Secretary 

PH: 814-944-4603 

          Christian Initiation Team: 944-4603 
Catholics returning Home: 944-4603 

Mail Ministry to Elderly, Homebound, Seriously Sick 
and Grieving - 944-4603 

     Bishop Guilfoyle Academy  

Web: www.bishopguilfoyle.org 

Eldorado (Pre-K thru Grade 5) 814-942-7835 

Fairview (Pre-K thru  Grade 5) 814-381-7011             
 
Director of Religious Education: 
Chris Laraia – Pre-K thru 8 - 312-7317 
 

Religious Education Office: Sundays – 943-7424 

Director of Music Ministry 

   Leslie C. Thayer, MM, CAGO 

     Music Ministry Office - 944-2044 

     E-Mail: lthayer@dioceseaj.org 

Reconciliation @ Cathedral: 7:00 PM Wednesday                                                                   
           12:30 PM Saturday 

Religious Education @ Cathedral: Pre-K through 11 
Sacramental Formation @ Cathedral:  First Reconciliation 
     First Communion 
    Confirmation 
 
Sacramental Formation @ the Cathedral: Baptismal Prep 
    Marriage Prep 
                Christian Initiation  

Hospital Visitation:   Call the Cathedral: 944-4603  
Cathedral Eucharist: 

Sunday: 5:00 PM (Vigil)   Holy Days: 5:30 PM (Vigil)   Weekdays:  12:00 PM 

               8:00 AM                                  8:00 AM             Saturday:    12:00 PM 

            10:00 AM                                12:00 Noon                               

               5:00 PM                                                

                                                                                              

THE FATIMA TOWERS 

August 25, 2024 

The Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

http://www.bishopguifoyle.org


OUR LADY OF FATIMA MASS INTENTIONS 
11:30 A.M. 

Today,  August 25, 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Elaine Smithmyer (Ken & Barbara Smithmyer) 

    Next Sunday,  September 1,  22nd Sunday in Ordi-
nary Time 

John Kasun, Jr. (Carol Riggleman & Family) 

Cathedral Mass Intentions 
August 25, 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   8:00  AM +Jane Byrne (Butch Winkler) 
 10:00  AM +John Kirsch (Don Sgro) 
   5:00  PM   Pro Popolo/For the People 
 There is Mass at 11:30 A.M. at Our Lady of Fatima Church. 

  

August 26, Monday, Weekday 
   12:00 PM +Mary Weakland (Marie, Sharon, & Diane) 
 
August 27, Tuesday, St. Monica 
    12:00 PM +Eddie Flanagan (Albert Schlecht) 
                       
August  28, Wednesday, St. Augustine, Bp. & Dr. 
    12:00 PM +Rita McCloskey (Dick & CeCe Haines) 
      
August 29, Thursday, The Passion of St. John the 
                    Baptist 
     12:00 PM +Souls in Purgatory (Anonymous) 
 
August 30, Friday, Weekday 
       12:00 PM +Madeline Vogel (Family) 
                                 
August 31, Saturday, Weekday 
        12:00 PM+ Mary Coleman (Allan Axinn Family) 
               Vigil: The 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
          5:00 PM +Denny Donley (Joe & Mary Smithmyer) 
 
 September 1, Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary   
                         Time   
        8:00 AM +Barbara Knott Chisko (Linda Kutz) 
      10:00 AM +Etta Pastore (Family) 
        5:00 PM   Pro Popolo/For the People 

 There is Mass at 11:30 A.M.  
at Our Lady of Fatima Parish. 

                        

TABERNACLE   CANDLE        
        
For the month of August, the candle is be-
ing lit in memory of Tucker Keagy. Thank 
you. 

Thank You Very Much 
Your prayers, volunteer-

ism, and financial support 
are deeply appreciated. 
The contributions for 

Sunday, August 18, were 
$1,384. 

Thank you. 

Readings for the week of August 25, 2024 

Sunday: Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b/Ps 34:2-3, 16-17, 18-19, 20-21, 22-
23 (9a)/ 

Eph 5:21-32 or 5:2a, 25-32/Jn 6:60-69 

Monday: 2 Thes 1:1-5, 11-12/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 4-5/Mt 23:13-22 

Tuesday: 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17/Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13/Mt 23:23-26 

Wednesday: 2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18/Ps 128:1-2, 4-5/Mt 23:27-32 

Thursday: 1 Cor 1:1-9/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Mk 6:17-29 

Friday: 1 Cor 1:17-25/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11/Mt 25:1-13 

Saturday: 1 Cor 1:26-31/Ps 33:12-13, 18-19, 20-21/Mt 25:14-30 

Next Sunday: Dt 4:1-2, 6-8/Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 4-5 1a/Jas 2:1-5/Jas 1:17-
18, 21b-22, 27/ 



This year’s Boscov’s Friends Helping 
Friends Event in on Tuesday, October 22, 
from 8;00 AM to 11 PM. The $5.00 
Discount Pass is good for 25% off prices 
(exclusions apply). The passes are available 
after Mass and in the  parish office. 
100% of your $5.00 donation goes to our 
parish. 

 
DEVOTIONAL PRAYERS BEFORE 

AND AFTER MASS 
 

Beginning in August, we discontinued the 
practice of  saying the Prayer to St. Pere-
grine before Mass begins. Prayer cards 
are available for those who want to say 

the prayer privately either while in church 
or at home. 

The Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
will be recited by the cantor at the end of 

the closing song. 

 
Our parish is having an indoor picnic 
at the  St. Stan’s Club this Sunday, 
August 25, beginning at 1:00 P.M. If 
possible, please bring a covered dish.  

UPMC Needs Extraordinary Ministers 
of Holy Communion 

The Pastoral Care Department at UPMC 
Altoona is looking for Extraordinary Min-

isters of Holy Communion for current 
openings on Saturdays. If you have a desire 
to bring the Blessed Sacrament to sick and 
suffering Catholic hospital patients, please 
contact Tony Conrad at 814-889-4323 for 

more information. 

The  2024 Catholic Ministries Drive is tak-
ing place. Our sacrificial gift of prayer and 
treasure will make an immediate and lasting 
impact on our ministries that focus on evan-
gelization, serving those in need, and the 
formation of our priests and deacons. 
 
Our diocese’s ministries need our support. 
Our parish’s target is $9,813.  So far, 
$9,374 has been received  in pledges/gifts 
from 32 donors. 96% of Target. Thank 
you. 

A note of gratitude was received from Pre-
cious Life, Inc . Our Lady of Fatima Par-
ish raised $517.00. A total of 135 parishes 

raised $135,085! Thank you. 



Wedding Anniversary Celebration 

 Bishop Mark and the Family Life Office cordially 
invite all couples celebrating 1, 

5,10,15,20,25,30,40,45,50,55,60+ years of marriage 
in 2024 (and their families) to attend the Annual 

Wedding Anniversary Liturgy. Couples may attend 
Sunday, September 8 in Altoona at the Cathedral of 
the Blessed Sacrament, or Sunday, September 15 in 

Johnstown at St. John Gualbert Cathedral. Both loca-
tions are handicap accessible. Liturgies in each loca-
tion begin at 2:00p.m. Most Rev. Bishop Mark will 

be the celebrant and homilist at each celebration. Re-
freshments and snacks will be available after the 

mass for Anniversary couples and families. Reserva-
tions must be made through your parish for either 

celebration by this Tuesday, August 27th. 

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEP-
ER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 

August 25, 2024 

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The famous Russian novelist Fyodor Dostoyevsky 
said, “Love in action is a harsh and dreadful thing.” 
In the Gospel reading this week, Jesus does some-
thing harsh and dreadful — he watches his own dis-
ciples abandon him. What could possibly be loving 
about that? 

Well, we notice the context is Jesus’ teaching about 
eating and drinking his body and blood. His follow-
ers hear this and say, “This teaching is difficult; 
who can accept it?” (John 6:60). We shouldn’t im-
agine we’d do anything different, because not even 
the ones who stay, like Peter, seem to understand 
what Jesus is saying. Then we hear this devastating 
line, “Because of this many of his disciples turned 
back and no longer went about with him” (John 
6:66). Besides the night of the Last Supper, only 
now do Jesus’ disciples abandon him. And, painful-
ly, Jesus just lets them go. 

The best way to make sense out of this is love. Jesus 
is God’s love in action. He wants to become one 
with those whom He loves. He wants to love them 
as His own body. Yes, the oneness manifested in the 
Eucharist sounds harsh and dreadful because it is 
rooted in love which is willing to risk abandonment 
and separation to attain its goal: to be one body with 
the beloved. It is both terrifying and wonderful that 
Jesus will risk losing us in order to be one with us. 
Our response? Lord, we cannot grasp a love so 
great, but please help us never to abandon it, either. 

 

— Father John Muir   ©LPi 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE 
GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

Submission as Stewardship. 

We aren’t comfortable with the idea of submission. 
Our society champions equality, and rightly so — but 
it’s a mistake to think that submission is at odds with 
equality. To submit ourselves fully, we must first be 
free. We must first be our own masters. God has 
granted us that freedom with the salvation He offers. 
We are no longer the slaves of sin. Now He asks us to 
be subordinate to one another, in the name of Christ. 

What a completely uncomfortable task! What He’s 
asking is for us to be subordinate to the person who 
irritates us the most. The person we really can’t stand. 
The person who doesn’t respect us or appreciate what 
we have to offer. The person we think we’re smarter 
than, more talented than. The person we envy. 

That’s the real challenge of stewardship, isn’t it? Sub-
ordination. Inconveniencing myself by giving of time, 
of money, of relationship. Putting the needs or wants 
of another above my own when they haven’t done an-
ything special to earn it. 

I invite you to consider the cross — the most radical 
expression of submission, and of stewardship, that 
ever existed. If there was ever someone who deserved 
superiority, isn’t it the God who let Himself be nailed 
to a tree, who gave so freely of His life, His body, His 
blood, His everything? To look at him in his agony is 
to truly understand the beauty of submission — of 
laying down what you have for the good of the other. 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS     ©LP 


